
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  November 4, 2012 
Title:  Citizens of Another Kingdom  
Text:  Misc. 
Theme: Christians should vote their biblical worldview. 
 
Introduction:  
As American citizens, we are unique as a democratic republic.  Ultimate power sits with the 
people.  America has a glorious past and can be proud of her place in world history.  The 
structure of American law is built on two fundamental principles:  First, “under God” speaks 
to an absolute outside of us.  Second, humanity is fallen and must be governed by law. 
 

In preparation for this presentation I was reminded of what unique place America has in 
world history and what God established through our founding fathers.  As Americans, we 
should be troubled by the prevailing ignorance of its citizenry as to her governing documents 
and the role of the federal government in the life of the citizen. 
 

No American citizen is ignorant of her national missteps, but every American can be rightly 
proud of America’s inclusive embrace, national and global compassion, and role in leading 
nations.  My desire in this study is to lend some light as to our role as Christian citizens.  
Where do our loyalties lie? 
 

Years ago I heard this simple statement, “Figures do not lie, but liars sure can figure.”  
Statistics and surveys are tricky things, but with caution let me lead with a survey provided by 
George Barna on professing Christians and the idea of a biblical worldview. 
 

(March 6, 2009) Overall, the current research revealed that only 9% of all American adults have a 
biblical worldview.  Labeled “born again Christians,” the study discovered that they were twice as likely 
as the average adult to possess a biblical worldview. However, that meant that even among born again 
Christians, less than one out of every five (19%) had such an outlook on life.1 

 

They define a biblical worldview in the following manner. 
 

For the purposes of the survey, a “biblical worldview” was defined as believing that absolute moral truth 
exists; the Bible is totally accurate in all of the principles it teaches; Satan is considered to be a real being 
or force, not merely symbolic; a person cannot earn their way into Heaven by trying to be good or do 
good works; Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth; and God is the all-knowing, all-powerful creator of 
the world who still rules the universe today. In the research, anyone who held all of those beliefs was said 
to have a biblical worldview. 

 

Why would the percentage of professing born-again Christians have such a skewed 
worldview?  Consider the following statistic. 

 
Based on interviews with 601 Senior Pastors nationwide, representing a random cross-section of 
Protestant churches, Barna reports that only half of the country’s Protestant pastors - 51% - have a 
biblical worldview.2 
 

What follows are some basic principles as we confront what many Americans perceive to be a 
historic vote.  My points are not exhaustive, but do provide guidelines in the coming election 
cycle.   
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Outline: 
 

1. Voting is not a biblical right; citizenship is not a biblical right. 
 
We live in a country where such privileges exist and we should take full advantage of the 
means God has put in play for the selection of His choice in the office of our governing nation.  
Yet God has so ordered that as citizens we can and should vote.   
 

“Providence has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty, as well as the privilege 
and interest of our Christian nation to select and prefer Christians for their rulers.”  
John Jay, Source: October 12, 1816. The Correspondence and Public Papers of John Jay3 

 
Our constitution not only invites us to vote, but to vote with a level of knowledge.  Yet in the 
absence of an open and practicing evangelical Christian candidate, we must seek to put in play 
the one who best represents a biblical worldview.   
 

2. Religious liberty is not a God-given right. 
 
There was no such thing as religious liberty in the Old Testament theocracy and there will no 
such thing after Jesus returns to set up His kingdom on earth even as it is in heaven.  Religious 
liberty is a privilege we enjoy as citizens of this great nation. 
 
I would not desire to live in a country where this privilege is not protected and exercised.  
Voting a biblical worldview is not establishing a state religion.  Voting your biblical worldview 
is a privilege we have as citizens of this great nation. 
 

3. Voting will not bring in God’s kingdom. 
 
We are not electing God’s Messiah.  King Jesus is the only one who will bring in and establish 
His kingdom on earth even as it is in heaven. 
 

A 4 year old tugged on her dad who had been watching political ads, begging him to stop and read her a 
fairy tale.  Weary of seeing all these endless campaign ads, he agreed and started reading the fairy tale, 
but she interrupted him, looked up into his face and asked: "Daddy, do all fairy tales begin with: 'Once 
Upon a Time?'"  He responded, "No sweetheart, most fairy tales begin with: 'And when I'm elected...'".   
 
I [read where] one preacher [said] that if Christopher Columbus were around today, he could have been 
the greatest politician of all time.  When he left he didn't know where he was going.  When he got there, 
he didn't know where he was.  When he came back, he didn't know where he'd been.  And he did it all on 
somebody else's money!4   

 

Although our voting does not bring in God’s kingdom, we cannot place our heads in the sand 
and dismiss the process God has put in place for us as citizens of this country. 
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4. God is not on either side; God is on His side (Josh. 5:13-15). 
 
As he was preparing to issue the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln sat down in 
his office and penned the following words: 
 

The will of God prevails. In great contests each party claims to act in accordance with the will of God. 
Both may be, and one must be, wrong. God cannot be for and against the same thing at the same time. In 
the present civil war it is quite possible that God's purpose is something different from the purpose of 
either party -- and yet the human instrumentalities, working just as they do, are of the best adaptation to 
effect His purpose. I am almost ready to say that this is probably true -- that God wills this contest, and 
wills that it shall not end yet. By his mere great power, on the minds of the now contestants, He could 
have either saved or destroyed the Union without a human contest. Yet the contest began. And, having 
begun He could give the final victory to either side any day. Yet the contest proceeds.5 

 
This concept continued to dominate Lincoln's public remarks for the rest of the war. The same 
theological allegory was to be prominent in Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address in March 
1865: 
 

Both [North and South] read the same Bible, and pray to the same God; and each invokes His aid against 
the other. It may seem strange that any men should dare to ask a just God's assistance in wringing their 
bread from the sweat of other men's faces; but let us judge not that we be not judged. The prayers of both 
could not be answered; that of neither has been answered fully. The Almighty has His own purposes.6 

 
We have a tendency to see one side as being more Christian than the other, but I would 
encourage you to see God’s side first and then look to see which side is more biblically sound.   
 

5. God will put into play the person He desires at this point in the unfolding of His 
Story (Rom. 13:1). 

 
Our participation in the voting process is the means He will use (secondary causation). 

 

6. Christians are to submit to the higher powers (1 Peter 2:11-25). 
 

11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the 
soul. 12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as 
evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of 
visitation. 13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the 
one in authority, 14 or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those 
who do right. 15 For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish 
men. 16 Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bondslaves of 
God. 17 Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king. 18 Servants, be submissive to 
your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are 
unreasonable. 19 For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a person bears up under 
sorrows when suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you 
endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this 
finds favor with God. 21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY 
DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, 
He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 24 and He Himself 
bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His 
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wounds you were healed. 25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to 
the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. (1 Pet. 2:11-25) 

 
Jesus Christ gives us the ultimate example of a submissive citizen under a corrupt 
government.  God has put in play governments and we are to submit to them. 
 

Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this 
reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin." (John 19:11) 
 
Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from 
God, and those which exist are established by God. (Rom. 13:1) 

 
We fully recognize the limits of our obedience, but then we gladly submit to the consequences 
of breaking the law. 
 

But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men. (Acts 5:29) 
 
19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to 
you rather than to God, you be the judge; 20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and 
heard." (Acts 4:19, 20) 

 
7. The Bible does define a fundamental aspect of government in Romans 13. 

 
3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of 
authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; 4 for it is a minister of God to you for 
good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of 
God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil. (Rom. 13:3, 4) 

 
a. Punish evil doers 

 
b. Promote good doers 

 
The government can do more than this, but it is divinely placed to do this. 
 

8. What are biblical issues confronting us as Christians? 
 
It is not my desire to oversimplify, but the issues are actually simple in their seed form.  They 
will always become more complex in their application.  Yet let us not dismiss what we are 
dealing with at the most fundamental level.  I will simply sight five areas that appear to be 
talking points as we prepare to vote. 
 

a. The sanctity of life 
 
The issue of being pro-life places God at the center.  Pro-choice places man at the center.  Pro-
choice is man claiming the power to end life.  Being pro-choice asks the question, “Will I allow 
this life to continue or will I choose the inconvenience this life will bring to bear on me and 
mine?” 
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The issue of life’s intrinsic worth bleeds into several areas of application. 
 

i. In conception 
 
I believe the Bible teaches life begins at the point of conception.  This governs how we treat 
various means of birth control, means of pregnancy (i.e. in vitro fertilization) and when life 
actually begins. 
 

ii. In aging 
 
Not only do we believe life begins as a gift from God, we also believe life ends as a gift from 
God.  No life is disposable.  All life has significance.  Primary care for the aging lies within the 
home, not the government. 
 

iii. In our penal system 
 
The capacity to carry out capital punishment is the right of the government.  The system is 
flawed because of depravity, but this does not negate the quest for social justice and the dark 
need to control perpetrators of evil. 
 

iv. In war 
 
Although there is a day when war will be no more (Isa. 2:4), until that day war is a part of our 
lives.  John and Jesus never told soldiers to give up their occupation, no more than the Bible 
addresses the evils of slavery.  They did, however, govern its expression and behavior. 
 

Some soldiers were questioning him, saying, "And what about us, what shall we do?" And he said to 
them, "Do not take money from anyone by force, or accuse anyone falsely, and be content with your 
wages." (Luke 3:14) 

 
There is a need for self-protection and preservation.  It is understood that the pendulum of 
staffing the military can swing either the way of excess or negligence, but the need for a 
standing military is necessary. 
 

v. In poverty 
 
Issues of poverty are to be addressed primarily in and through the home.  In the absence of the 
home, the church has a responsibility (Ps. 68:5; Acts 6:1ff; Jam. 1:27).  There are two categories 
addressed in poverty. 
 

1. widows (1 Tim. 5:3ff) 
 

2. orphans (James 1:27) 
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b. The institution of marriage (Gen. 1:26-28). 
 
The Bible defines marriage as one man with one woman for one life time.  When this principle 
is dismantled or disregarded, then the sanctity of life diminishes and society in general will 
collapse. 
 
The nation through her laws should protect the rights of all her citizens, but it cannot redefine 
what constitutes a biblical marriage.  Earlier I cited the low percentage of professing Christians 
who possess a biblical worldview.  Part of the blame and responsibility in educating 
congregants falls on the Church.  Listen to how George Barna concludes regarding the 
problem and its solution. 
 

Barna concluded by noting that the lack of movement in the worldview status of adults reflects the fact 
that children are not provided with the basic ability to think in ways that correspond to foundational 
biblical teachings. He noted that Christian families, Christian schools, and Christian churches would be 
wise to invest more effort and tangible resources into helping young people understand and adopt the 
core ideas of Christianity, and to reinforce those concepts through their own lives. His pointed out that 
without such an investment, the current generational patterns indicate that the future Christian Church is 
likely to be one that has even less of a connection to biblical principles than is evident today.7 

 
Parents must take on the role of primary educators of their children.  This does not promote 
any one method of instruction, but it does demand that parents teach their children. 
 

c. The principles of morality 
 
The Bible provides principles of morality.  Sexual intimacy is only to be in the context of a 
biblical marriage.  The home is fundamental to all other issues.  Principles of morality are 
caught and taught in the home.  There are two issues facing us; they are not new issues. 
 

i. Homosexuality 
 
Only the most negligent reading of the Bible could conclude that sexual intimacy between 
members of the same gender is not wrong.  Regardless of what our government might 
conclude, you cannot call right wrong or wrong right and make it biblical. 
 

ii. Sexual promiscuity among our “tweens,” teens, and unmarried adults 
 
Our culture has celebrated sexual promiscuity to the point of great harm for us who live in its 
context.  The best the world can hope to accomplish is preventing teen pregnancy through 
contraception.  The Bible prevents teen pregnancy through abstinence.  Parents teach your kids 
to be moral and never be afraid of dealing with such issues in the home. 
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d. The virtue of work and the sin of sloth 
 
An overarching principle in the Bible is the virtue of work (tending the garden) and the sin of 
sloth (The Book of Proverbs).  Paul speaks to the idea that if one does not work they should not 
eat. 
 

10 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, 
then he is not to eat, either. 11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing 
no work at all, but acting like busybodies. 12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread. (2 Thess. 3:10-12) 

 
The Bible does speak to genuine need in the case of widows, orphans, and the disabled.  The 
Bible speaks of the needs being initially addressed through the family, then through the 
church, and finally the government. 
 
Since we have dislodged the home, immediate address through the family is deficient.  Since 
the church is a family of families, this too has become structurally dysfunctional.  The 
government, by dismantling the family, has created a significantly dysfunctional scenario of 
dependency, abuse and exploitation. 
 

e. The mission of the Church [foreign policy and immigration laws] – global 
conquest through the gospel not the gun 

 
The mission of the church is carried out by the assembling of families, for the local church is 
simply a family of families.  We have the responsibility of extending the reach of God into our 
communities locally, nationally, and globally.  This global conquest is not carried out by the 
gun, but by the gospel.   
 
Nations must have foreign policies and immigration laws that serve the nation, but the 
church’s foreign policy is redemptive.  Often we fail to separate our nation’s policies from the 
mission of the church.  We must never resent anyone who is of a different ethnicity.  The 
Church and mission of Jesus Christ are comprised of worshippers from every nation, tongue, 
tribe and people. 
 
Where does this leave us?  What’s the NEXT STEP? 
 

I. The need to separate our dual citizenship 
 

The principle that government must maintain an attitude of neutrality toward religion. Many view 
separation of church and state as required by the First Amendment. The First Amendment not only 
allows citizens the freedom to practice any religion of their choice, but also prevents the government 
from officially recognizing or favoring any religion.  

 
a. We are citizens of this country 

 
i. Pray for those in positions of authority over us (Rom. 13:1; 1 Tim. 2:1, 2) 
ii. Pay your taxes (Luke 20:22; Rom. 13:6) 
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"Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?" (Luke 20:22) 
 
For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very 
thing. (Rom. 13:6) 

 
b. We are citizens of heaven – this is the overriding and governing principle (Phil. 

3:18-21). 
 

18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the 
cross of Christ, 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their 
shame, who set their minds on earthly things. 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we 
eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 21 who will transform the body of our humble state into 
conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things 
to Himself. (Phil. 3:18-21) 

 
II. While praying “The Lord’s Prayer,” (Matt. 6:9-13) notice; 

 
a. The issue is His kingdom, not ours 
b. The issue is His will, not ours 
c. Why?  For His is the kingdom and glory and power forever, Amen. 

 
III. Friend,  

a. As a citizen of this country you should and must vote 
 
The thought that government does not legislate morality is fundamentally flawed.  When the 
government acts legislatively, it acts in areas of ethics and morality.  When and if it acts, 
someone’s morality and ethic will be legislated.  Dr. James Dobson of Focus on the Family 
makes the following observation. 
 

“I think it is a disgrace that half the Christians in America aren’t even registered to vote and of those who 
are, only half go to the polls… When we withhold our influence and participation, we yield by default 
to those who promote immoral and destructive policies.”8 

 
As citizens of this great nation we have the unique privilege of electing our governing 
authorities.  The choice currently before us is between our current democratic president Barack 
Obama and his republican challenger Governor Mitt Romney.  Your responsibility as a citizen 
is to vote for one or the other.  Neither will bring in God’s Kingdom, but one of them will be 
God’s will for our nation and your vote is the means God will use to put in play His will. 
 

b. As a citizen of heaven you should and must vote the Bible’s worldview 
c. Regardless of the outcome, let us continue to put our trust and hope in God 

believing He is coming and when He does all injustice shall be corrected and His 
kingdom will be on earth even as it is in heaven. 
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Isaiah 2:2-4 
 2 Now it will come about that in the last days The mountain of the house of the LORD Will be 
established as the chief of the mountains, And will be raised above the hills; And all the 
nations will stream to it. 3 And many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning 
His ways And that we may walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from Zion and the 
word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And He will judge between the nations, and will render 
decisions for many peoples; And they will hammer their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, and never again will 
they learn war.  (Isa. 2:2-4) 
 
Isaiah 11:1-12, 16 
1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 2 

The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him, The spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 And He will delight 
in the fear of the LORD, And He will not judge by what His eyes see, Nor make a decision by 
what His ears hear; 4 But with righteousness He will judge the poor, And decide with fairness 
for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with 
the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. 5 Also righteousness will be the belt about His 
loins, and faithfulness the belt about His waist. 6 And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and 
the leopard will lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the young lion and the fatling 
together; And a little boy will lead them. 7 Also the cow and the bear will graze, their young 
will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will play by 
the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child will put his hand on the viper's den. 9 They will not 
hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
LORD As the waters cover the sea. 10 Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of 
Jesse, Who will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 11 Then 
it will happen on that day that the Lord Will again recover the second time with His hand The 
remnant of His people, who will remain, From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, 
Hamath, And from the islands of the sea.  12 And He will lift up a standard for the nations And 
assemble the banished ones of Israel, And will gather the dispersed of Judah From the four 
corners of the earth . . . 16 And there will be a highway from Assyria For the remnant of His 
people who will be left, Just as there was for Israel In the day that they came up out of the land 
of Egypt. (Isa. 11:1-12, 16) 
 
Rev. 21:3, 4 
 3 Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall 
be His people, and God Himself will be among them.  4 He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or 
crying, or pain; the first things have passed away. (Rev. 21:3, 4) 
 
Rev. 21:21-27 
21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the gates was a single pearl. And the 
street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 22 I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God 
the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 And the city has no need of the sun or of the 
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moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The 
nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25 In the 
daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be closed; 26 and they will bring 
the glory and the honor of the nations into it; 27 and nothing unclean, and no one who practices 
abomination and lying, shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the 
Lamb's book of life. (Rev. 21:21-27) 
 
Matthew 11:28-30 
28 Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke 
upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST 
FOR YOUR SOULS. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light. (Matt. 11:28-30) 
 
AMEN 
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